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It is our great pleasure to share with you the work from Organic 
Matter: Woven Artwear by Pratt Fashion, an exhibition of forward-
thinking knitwear designs created by Fashion students from Pratt 
Institute’s School of Art and Design using yarns donated by Lion 
Brand Yarn.

The exhibition—which was first presented from January 21 
through February 3, 2014 by Ralph Pucci International and Pratt 
at Pucci’s Gallery Nine Showroom in Manhattan—showcases the 
extraordinary talent and ingenuity of Pratt students in rethinking 
the form, function, and design of knitwear as fine art, while 
illustrating the power of collaboration between creative minds. 

We look forward to seeing the work presented in galleries and 
shows throughout the country and the world.

Ralph Pucci
Ralph Pucci International

Thomas F. Schutte
President, Pratt Institute



CURATOR’S STATEMENT 

Pratt Institute’s Fashion Department thrives on collaboration. 

Organic Matter: Woven Artwear by Pratt Fashion is an extension of a 
relationship between Ralph Pucci International and Pratt. This particular 
project was located specifically in the Fashion Department, where more 
than 90 sophomore and junior students in our semester-long, hand-
knitwear class competed for a place in an exhibition at Pucci’s Gallery 
Nine showroom. Ultimately, 27 students were chosen for the installation. 
Their ensembles appeared amongst a curated selection of work by 
world-class designers and artists, resulting in a striking environment 
showcasing art, fashion, furniture, objects, and textiles. 

The renowned Pucci mannequin is the hallmark of the show. Students 
worked with the aesthetic of specific Pucci models chosen by the Pucci 
team. Students examined the mannequin and were given the challenge 
to create hand-knit pieces using Lion Brand Yarn within a specific 
color palette that reflected the sophisticated look of Pucci showrooms. 
The students pushed the distinct characteristics of the yarn, while 
integrating traditional and nontraditional hand-knitting techniques to find 
new shapes and textures for cutting-edge garments. By experimenting 
with the materials, along with scale, proportion, line, color, and texture, 
students began to build a unique language between structure and 
form––and found original silhouettes. 

Pratt Fashion defines itself by this boundary-pushing approach. The 
final looks exhibited in Organic Matter demonstrate Pratt Fashion’s 
ability to sit amongst the creative elite. The success of this collaborative 
project can be seen on the following pages. In the meantime, the 
exhibition continues to circulate, traveling from Macy’s Herald Square in 
New York City to Neiman Marcus in Dallas, both flagship stores.

Jennifer Minniti 
Chair, Pratt Institute Fashion Department 

Susan Cianciolo 
Assistant Professor, Pratt Institute Fashion Department 
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SAM SMITH AND  
MEGAN SULLIVAN



CLAIRE MCKINNEY



ALICE YANG



KAT HOLLAND
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CHARLES VAN RODEN, KRISTINE SPINDLER, and JEN SEO



MARGARET BURTON KATHERINE GAHAGAN
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KATHERINE DASKAS



NICOLE MALESKI



FRANCESCA LONGO

MOON JUNG CHANG
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KIET TRAN AND  
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LEAH THOMAS ISABELLA SPATARO



LAUREN NAHIGIAN



KATHERINE SULLIVAN AND  
EMILY ROE LYDIA STEADMAN
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